Medical  ©fficer’s  Report. 


To  the  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  of  the  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 
GENTLEMEN, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  1920. 

Natural  and  Social  conditions  of  the  District. 

Population,  Census  1911,  13,205.  Population,  estimated  1920,  12,814. 

The  town  is  situated  in  a  valley  with  the  River  Tame  running  through,  dividing  the  Lancashire 
and  Yorkshire  portions  from  the  Cheshire  one.  About  three-quarters  of  the  population  live  on  the  for. 
mer  side,  and  one-quarter  on  the  latter.  The  subsoil  is  mostly  sand  and  rock  on  the  Lancashire  and 
Yorkshire  side  and  clay  on  the  Cheshire  and  the  district  is  a  wet  and  windy  one. 

The  chief  occupations  of  the  inhabitants  are  cotton  spinning  and  woollen  manufacturing,  with 
a  small  amount  of  iron  moulding  and  wire  rope  manufacturing.  None  of  these  trades  are  deleterious  to 
health. 


The  total  deaths  registered  during  the  year  was  176,  92  males  and  84  females;  deaths  of  infants 
under  1  year  of  age  28,  3  were  illigitimate  ;  deaths  of  children  under  5  years  of  age,  including  the  above, 


39. 


The  total  births  registered  during  the  year  was  313,  156  males  and  157  females.  Legitimate 


291,  illegitimate  22. 

Hirth 

- Per  1,000  of  Population. — 

Epidemic 
Death  Death 

Phitlisis  Kate  of  Deaths 

Death  under  1  \ear 

Rate. 

Kate. 

Rate. 

Kate.  to  1,000  Bi.ths. 

1920  . 

.  24.4 

...  13.7 

...  0.54  ... 

0.93  ...  89 

1919 . 

.  17.2 

...  15.3 

...  0.16  ... 

0.56  ...  81 

Mean  of  10  years  (1910-19)  . 

.  17.9 

...  15.4 

...  0.48  ... 

0.95  ...  91 

Increase  or  decrease  in  1920  on 
Previous  year . 

+  7.2 

...  -  1.6 

...  +  0.38  ... 

+  0.37  ...  +8 

10  Years’  average  . 

+  6.5 

...  -1.7 

...+0.06 

-0.02  ...  -2 

Causes  of  Death. 

Measles  . 

Males. 

Females. 

0 

Diptheria  . 

2 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis . 

5 

Other  tuberculous  disease... 

.  1 

1 

Cancer  . 

8 

Organic  heart  disease  . 

.  8 

10 

Bronchitis  . 

9 

Pneumonia  . 

4 

Other  respiratory  disease  ... 

.  0 

1 

Diarrhoea  . 

2 

Nephritis  . . 

5 

Puerperal  . 

2 

Congenital  debility  . 

6 

Violence  . 

.  3 

1 

Other  defined  diseases . 

.  24 

...  28 

Total  . 

.  92 

84 

Cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  in  1920:  —  Diptheria  11,  Opthalmia  Neonatorum  6, 
Pneumonia  3,  Scarlet  Fever  16,  Malaria  1,  Typhoid  1,  Erysipelas  2,  Acute  Poliomyelitis  1,  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  14,  Other  Tuberculosis  2  ;  total  57. 

There  was  a  considerable  increase  in  the  amount  of  Poor  Law  Relief  as  compared  with  the  pre¬ 
vious  year.  The  actual  numbers  were  as  follows  : — 


Department.  Men.  Women.  Children.  Total. 

Hospital .  12  ...  6  ...  3  ...  21 

Institution .  40  ...  18  ...  1  ...  59 

Out-door  Relief .  47  ...  92  ...  159  ...  298 

99  116  163  378 


As  regards  hospital  treatment  at  the  District  Infirmary,  Ashton-under-Lyne,  235  persons  were 
treated  as  in-patients,  and  556  persons  were  treated  as  out-patients,  making  5, 182  attendances.  One 
whole-time  sick  nurse  is  employed  by  the  local  Sick  Nursing  Association. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

WATER — The  supply  is  a  constant  one  from  the  Ashton-under-Lyne  District  Waterworks,  is 
sufficient  and  of  good  quality,  and  serves  all  parts  of  the  town.  The  water  is  a  moorland  one,  and  is 
treated  with  lime  and  filtered  at  the  reservoirs  to  counteract  the  plumbo-solvent  action.  No  cases  of 
lead  poisoning  have  been  notified  during  the  year,  nor  has  there  been  any  contamination  of  the  water. 


RIV  ERS  AND  STREAM  S. — No  pollution  of  the  river  occurs  as  it  passes  through,  by  industries 
carried  on  in  the  borough. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWAGE. — There  iscombined  drainage  of  surface  water  and  sewage  which 
is  sufficient.  It  is  treated  at  the  sewage  works  by  means  of  septic  tanks  and  filters  and  tlie  effluent  is 
good. 


CLOSET  ACCOM ADATION. — There  are  only  three  privy  closets,  which  are  in  outlying  parts 
of  the  district ;  288  fresh  water  closets,  152  waste  water  closets,  and  2,873  pail  closets.  No  privy  or  pail 
closets  have  been  converted,  but  six  new  fresh  water  closets  have  been  made. 

SCAVENGING. —  There  are  the  2,873  closets  with  removable  receptacles,  the  excreta  from 
which,  after  being  mixed  with  absorbent  is  disposed  of  as  manure.  Dry  ashes  are  tipped.  There  are  no 
cesspool.  There  are  1,055  brick  ashpits  adjoining  closets,  and  in  859  cases  movable  ashbins  have  been 
provided  by  the  landlords.  Fresh  water  closets  are  to  be  made  in  new  houses. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT.- — All  houses  in  which  infectious  disease 
occured  have  been  inspected  and  disinfected,  and  ICO  houses  were  inspected  for  housing  defects,  82 
nuisances  were  found,  and  71  abated  by  the  end  of  the  year,  and  11  were  still  in  hand.  81  informal  and 
1  statutory  notice  was  served  during  the  year. 

PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE  CONTROLLED  BY  BYE  LAWS 
OR  REGULATIONS. — There  are  two  lodging  houses  registered  and  kept  in  a  satisfactory  condition  by 
the  proprietors.  Tnere  are  a  few  underground  sleeping  rooms,  in  the  use  of  which  the  tenants  have 
been  advised  but  no  action  has  been  taken  by  the  Council  as  they  cannot  be  dealt  with  until  new  houses 
are  erected. 

SCHOOLS.  — The  sanitary  condition  is  good  and  the  water  is  the  town’s  supply.  All  the 
schools  are  sprayed  with  a  disinfectant  every  week  during  term  time  and  tbe  surroundings  inspected. 
Fresh  water  closets  are  now  being  built  at  All  Saints’  School  to  replace  the  pail  closets.  There  were  no 
epidemics  of  infectious  disease  necessatating  the  closure  of  any  of  the  schools. 


Food. 

(a)  MILK  SUPPLY. — Milk  is  both  produced  and  imported  into  the  town  and  distributed,  by 
the  farmers  who  produce  it.  31  samples  were  taken  during  the  year,  and  there  were  3  prosecutions  for 
deficiency  in  milk  fat.  Milk  (Mothers  and  Children)  is  supplied  to  necessitous  mothers  and  children  by 
the  Maternity  Centre. 

(b)  MEAT. — The  Sanitary  Inspector  frequently  attends  at  the  slaughtering  of  beasts  and  in¬ 
spects  the  meat.  The  condition  of  the  slaughter-houses  is  fair.  There  is  no  public  abattoir.  No  legal 
proceedings  were  necessary.  During  the  year  1  carcase  and  all  the  organs  were  condemned  for  tuber¬ 
culosis  and  1  quarter  of  bruised  beef  and  8  cwts.  2  qrs.  of  putrid  tripe  offals  found  to  be  bad.  All  food 
condemned  was  voluntarily  surrendered  and  buried. 

Slaughter-houses  in  use  at  dates  mentioned 

1914.  January,  1920.  December,  1920. 

Registered .  4  .  3  .  3 

Licensed  .  2  .  2  .  3 


Total 


6 


6 


(c)  OTHER  FOODS. —  All  bakehouses  and  other  premises  where  foods  are  manufacturered 
have  been  inspected  and  found  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  Existing  powers  for  dealing  with  sanitary 
conditions  in  such  places  have  not  been  found  inadequate. 

(d)  There  were  no  cases  of  food  poisoning  in  the  district. 

(e)  SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. — The  following  samples  were  taken  during  the 
year  in  the  borough  by  representatives  of  the  County  Council  ;  Milk  81,  Pepper  2,  Tea  2,  Coffee  8, 
Ground  Ginger  2.  Bi-carbonate  of  Soda  2,  Margarine  2,  Cocoa  2,  Lard  2,  Tapioca  2,  Arrowroot  2,  Flour 
2.  All  were  found  to  be  genuine,  with  the  exception  of  the  undermentioned,  for  which  proceedings 
were  taken.  Milk,  12  per  cent,  deficiency  in  milk  fat  ;  Fined  £8  8s.  Od.  Milk,  10  per  cent  deficiency 
in  milk  fat ;  To  pay  costs.  Milk,  15  per  cent,  deficiency  in  milk  fat ;  Dismissed. 


Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  greatest  number  of  any  one  infectious  disease  notified  was  16  of  tuberculosis,  14  of  lungs, 
and  2  other,  and  these  were  scattered  over  the  whole  district,  and  there  were  14  deaths  from  this  disease 
giving  us  a  phthisis  death-rate  of  0.93  against  0.95,  the  mean  of  the  last  10  years. 

There  were  11  cases  of  diphtheria,  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year,  G  occured  in  April,  the 
others  were  scattered  over  the  year,  2  were  contact  cases,  the  others  sporadic,  there  were  3  deaths. 
Diphtheria  anti-toxin  was  supplied  and  used  in  all  cases.  A  supply  is  kept  by  the  M.O.H.  and  given  to 
medical  practitioners  when  they  need  it.  There  were  16  cases  of  scarlet  fever  scattered  all  over  the 
the  district  and  year.  No  deaths. 

There  was  1  case  of  acute  poliomyeletis  and  1  case  of  typhoid  fever. 

Bacteriological  examination  was  made  in  the  case  of  typhoid  and  was  positive. 

There  were  8  cases  of  pneumonia  notified,  and  1  malaria,  but  no  cases  of  encephalitis  lethargiea, 
dysentry  or  trench  fever. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  influenza. 

The  School  Nurse  reports  any  cases  of  the  milder  infectious  diseases  which  she  finds  among 
school  children,  and  this  information  is  acted  upon. 

Cases  of  tuberculous  disease  are  notified  by  medical  practitioners,  and  the  tuberculosis  officer, 
and  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  any  action  to  enforce  the  regulations. 

With  regard  to  small-pox,  there  were  no  cases,  and  no  vaccinations  were  performed  by  the 

M.O.H. 


There  were  no  cases  of  anthrax  or  rabies. 

The  belongings  of  verminous  persons  are  treated  in  the  disinfector,  and  the  persons  at  the 
Workhouse,  Ash  ton-under- Lyne. 

TUBERCULOSIS. — There  is  a  branch  dispensary  of  the  Ashton  u-Lyne  dispensary,  in  the 
lodge  of  the  Town  Hall.  Dr.  J.  L.  Stewart,  Tuberculosis  Officer,  or  his  assistant,  attends  one  day  a 
week.  There  are  no  residential  institutions  in  the  town.  Non-pulmonary  cases  are  treated  at  the 
District  Infirmary,  Ashton-u-Lyne. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES. — There  is  a  clinic  for  the  treatment  of  these  cases  at  the  District 
Infirmary,  and  notices  giving  the  hours  have  been  posted,  and  patients  are  availing  themselves  of  these 
f acili ties  and  the  medical  men  advise  patients  to  attend  the  clinic.  No  supplies  of  salvarsan  substitutes 
are  supplied  by  the  council. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 


The  inspection  of  midwives  is  directly  under  the  County  Council. 


The  health  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  children  is  dealt  with  at  the  Maternity 
Centre.  The  outstanding  feature  of  1920  is  the  extension  of  work  due  to  the  greatly  increased  number 
of  births.  The  Health  Visitor  has  been  made  a  full  time  official.  She  is  infant  protection  visitor  and 
has  supervision  over  hoarded  out  children.  Half  the  infant  deaths  occurred  in  the  first  month  of  life  and 
some  mostly  due  to  conditions  depending  on  the  mother’s  health.  There  were  six  deaths  from 
respiratory  diseases  and  two  from  lack  of  breast  milk.  An  increasing  number  of  mothers  are  breast 
feeding  their  children  during  the  early  months.  As  showing  the  value  of  welfare  work,  it  may  he  point¬ 
ed  out  that  of  the  infant  deaths  during  the  year  only  two  had  attended  the  centre.  A  large  proportion 
of  the  infants  had  some  abnormality  of  the  umbelicus,  many  an  obstinate  discharge,  others  polypi,  and 
others  hernia.  Nearly  half  examined  were  affected,  none  proved  serious  and  all  were  ultimately  healed. 
One  infant  that  was  not  brought  to  the  centre,  died  of  septic  umbelicus.  The  midwifery  service  in  the 
town  is  adequate  at  present.  One  midwife  retired  during  the  year,  and  most  of  the  worK  has  been  done 
by  two  others,  but  in  view  of  the  increasing  birthrate,  additional  help  will  be  required  before  long.  The 
announcement  by  the  Lancashire  Education  Committee  of  Scholarships  for  Midwifery,  brought  no 
response  in  Mossley. 


STILL-BIRTHS. — There  were  24  recorded;  10  due  to  prematurity,  3  to  abnormal  presenta¬ 
tions,  4  to  difficult  instrumental  delivery,  1  placenta  praevia,  the  remainder  died  in  utero  mostly  from 
specific  disease. 

Under  the  Milk  (Mothers  and  Children)  Order,  1919,  a  number  of  nursing  mothers,  and  children 
under  5  have  been  supplied  gratuitously  with  fresh  milk.  This  has  only  been  done  in  necessitous  cases 
after  enquiry  into  the  circumstances  by  *he  Health  Visitor  and  consideration  of  each  application  on  its 
merits,  by  the  Staff  of  the  Centre.  None  has  been  supplied  at  part  cost  and  no  dried  milk  used,  nor  has 
any  other  form  of  food  been  supplied. 


Ante-natal  work  is  not  developing  rapidly,  owing  to  the  reluctance  of  many  expectant  mothers 
to  attend  the  centre. 

No  scheme  has  been  adopted  for  dealing  with  unmarried  mothers,  and  illegitimate  children  or 
children  deprived  of  a  home  with  their  own  parents. 


There  are  no  voluntary  societies  in  the  district  doing  welfare  work  and  no  co-ordination  of  the 
Centre  work  with  the  School  Medical  Service  has  yet  been  established. 


Of  the  cases  of  opthalmia  neonatorum,  invariably  both  eyes  have  been  affected,  but  in  no  case 
has  any  injury  to  the  sight  been  observed. 


The  coincidence  of  an  increased  birth  rate  with  a  scarcity  of  housing  accommodation,  has  increas¬ 
ed  the  work  of  the  staff  and  many  instances  of  over  crowding,  in  the  cases  of  babies  nursed  out,  have 
been  investigated  and  remedied  where  possible. 


Sanitary  Administration. 


1.  Staff:  Chief  Inspector  who  is  also  Surveyor,  with  an  assistant,  who  disinfects  houses  and 

schools. 

2.  Hospital  accomodation  is  only  provided  for  small-pox.  It  is  fair  and  sufficient,  has  not 
been  used  during  the  year,  and  is  administered  by  the  M.O.H. 

3.  Local  Acts,  etc.:  Mossley  Improvement  Act,  1885.  Adopted  Acts:  Infectious  Diseases 
Notification  Act,  1889  ;  Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1890  ;  Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892  ;  Part 
VIII,  Public  Health  Amendment  Acts,  1907.  These  are  administered  by  the  Council. 

4.  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Work.  Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Manchester 
University  Laboratories.  Examinations  of  material  for  the  detection  of  tubercle  bacilli  are  done  by  the 
Tuberculosis  Officer.  There  have  been  no  reports  by  the  Public  Analyst. 


Other  Services. 


None. 

Housing. 

I.  GENERAL  HOUSING  CONDITIONS  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 

1.  There  are  3,249  houses,  of  which  3,149  are  occupied  by  the  working  classes.  No  new  houses 
were  erected  during  the  year,  and  there  were  none  in  course  of  erection. 

2.  There  were  no  important  changes  in  the  population  during  the  year,  nor  are  any  anticipated. 

3.  (a)  There  is  a  shortage  of  houses  containing  three  bedrooms,  and  no  eccess  of  houses  of  any 
kind,  (b)  It  is  proposed  to  build  some  new  houses. 

II.  OVERCROWDING. 

1.  The  extent  of  overcrowding  remains  the  same  as  last  year  when  there  were  32  houses  with  more 
two  people  per  room. 

2.  Cause  is  the  shortage  of  houses. 

3.  Contemplate  building  new  houses. 

4.  No  actiou  was  taken  during  the  year  with  regard  to  overcrowding. 

III.  FITNESS  OF  HOUSES. 

1.  (a)  The  general  standard  is  fair. 

(b)  Chief  defects  are  faulty  ventilation,  dampness  and  dilapidations. 

(c)  To  a  great  extent  due  to  the  lack  of  proper  management  by  owners. 


2.  No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  (a)  Public  Health  Acts,  (b)  Housing  Acts. 

3.  There  was  not  the  same  amount  of  difficulty  in  getting  repairs  done  as  labour  and  material  was 
more  available. 

4.  The  water  supply  to  all  houses  is  good  and  sufficient;  closet  accommodation  on  the  whole  is 

fair. 

IV.  UNHEALTHY  AREAS. 

1.  There  were  no  complaints  of  unhealthy  areas. 

V.  BYE-LAWS  RELATING  TO  HOUSES,  Etc. 

1.  The  working  of  existing  bye-laws  is  satisfactory. 

2.  No  need  of  new  ones  at  present. 

VI.  GENERAL  AND  MISCELLANEOUS. 

No  action  taken  with  regard  to  overcrowding,  insanitary  property,  etc. 


VII.  APPENDICES. 

(1)  General. 

1  Estimated  population  .  12,814 

2  General  death-race  . 13-7 

3  Death-rate  from  Tuberculosis  .  093 

4  Infantile  mortality  .  89 

5  Number  of  Dwelling-houses,  all  classes .  3249 

6  Number  of  Working-class  Dwelling-houses  .  3149 

7  Number  of  new  Working-class  houses  erected  .  0 


(2)  Unfit  Dwelling-houses. 

I.  Inspection. 

1  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts,  160. 

2  Number  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910,  0 

3  Number  found  unfit  for  human  habitation,  0. 

4  Number  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation,  22. 

II.  Remedy  of  Defects  Without  Service  of  Formal  Notice. 

1  Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers,  71. 

III.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A  Proceedings  under  section  28  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.  Act,  1919. 

1  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs,  22. 

2  Number  which  were  rendered  fit  (a)  by  owners,  none  ;  (b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of 
owners,  22. 

3  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  become  operative  in  pursuance  of 
declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close,  none. 


B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 


1  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied,  81  informal,  1  statutory. 

2  Number  in  which  defects  were  remedied  (a)  by  owners,  71  ;  (b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of 
owners,  none. 

C.  Proceedings  under  sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.  Act,  1909,  none. 

(3)  Unhealthy  Areas. 

1  Areas  represented  to  the  Local  Authority  with  a  view  to  Improvement  Schemes  under  Act 
1890,  none. 

2  Number  of  houses  not  complying  with  the  building  bye-laws,  erected  with  consent  of  Local 
Authority,  none. 

3.  Staff  engaged  on  housing  work,  none. 

An  Architect  has  been  engaged,  and  prepared  plans. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

JOHN  HEALEY,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES,  1920. 


To  the  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  of  the  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 
GENTLEMEN, 

I  have  pleasure  in  placing  before  you  the  Report  for  1920. 


Drainage. 

No  public  sewers  have  been  constructed  during  the  year.  14  yards  of  4in.,  32  yards  of  6in., 
3  yards  of  9in.  and  11  yards  of  12in.  pipes  have  been  laid  ;  one  street  gulley  and  2  yard  gullies  have  been 
fixed.  New  drains  laid  by  private  owners  have  been  inspected  and  tested  before  filliug  in. 


Infectious  Diseases  and  Disinfection. 

Seventy-two  infected  rooms  and  278  articles  of  clothing  and  bedding  have  been  disinfected. 

All  Day  Schools  are  disinfected  once  a  week  during  term  time.  Householders  are  supplied  with  disin¬ 
fectant  for  domestic  use,  free  of  charge,  on  application  at  the  Town  Hall.  No  serious  epidemic  of  notifi¬ 
able  infecti  ms  disease  has  occurred  during  the  year.  The  total  number  of  cases  notified  is  comparatively 
small. 


Scavenging  and  the  Disposal  of  Refuse. 


This  work  is  carried  out  by  Corporation  workmen.  There  are  about  1,055  ashpits  within  the 
Borough,  359  of  which  consist  of  portable  receptacles.  They  are  emptied  weekly,  the  contents  being 
carted  to  various  tips.  About  3,200  loads  per  annum  are  thus  disposed  of.  There  are  2,873  pail  closets 
provided  with  movable  receptacles,  which  are  regularly  removed,  cleaned,  and  disinfected.  The  solids 

and  a  proportion  of  the  liquid  contents,  are  mixed  with  a  suitable  absorbent,  and  disposed  of  as  a 
fertiliser. 


Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  two  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  Borough.  They  are  registered  and  kept  in  a 
satisfactory  condition  by  the  proprietors.  The  buildings  are  old. 

Nuisances. 

Eighty-one  informal  notices  and  one  statutory  notice  have  been  served.  Seventy-one  nuisanc¬ 
es  have  been  abated.  In  addition,  many  defects  and  nuisances  have  been  attended  to  by  owners  with¬ 
out  a  written  notice.  No  legal  proceedings  have  been  taken.  Owing  to  the  continued  high  cost  of 
materials  and  labour,  house  property  generally  is  not  kept  and  maintained  at  the  same  standard  as 
formerly. 
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Slaughter-Houses  and  Tripe-Boiling  Works. 


There  are  three  registered  and  three  licensed  slaughter-houses,  and  three  tripe-boiling 
establishments,  all  constantly  under  inspection.  New  Bye-Laws  for  slaughter-houses  have  been  adopt¬ 
ed  during  the  year.  One  whole  carcase  of  a  cow  has  been  condemned  on  account  of  tuberculosis.  It 
was  disposed  of  by  burial  in  quick  lime.  8^  cwts.,  of  food,  consisting  mainly  of  edible  offals,  has  been 
condemned  as  unsound  and  unwholesome  ;  the  cause  being  delay  in  transit  on  the  railway.  There  have 
been  no  prosecutions  during  the  year. 

Bakehouses. 

There  are  32  Bakehouses  in  the  Borough,  registered  in  accordance  with  the  Factory  and 
Workshops  Act.  Most  of  these  are  on  a  small  scale,  the  occupiers  baking  for  residents  in  the  vicinity. 
There  are  no  underground  bakehouses. 

Sewage  Works. 

On  the  whole,  the  effluent  from  your  works  has  been  satisfactory.  The  discharge  of  trade 
waste  from  the  woollen  mills  makes  the  sewage  very  difficult  to  treat  satisfactorily.  It  has  been  decided 
to  empty  the  eleven  small  filters  at  the  Weir  Mill  end  of  the  works,  and  dump  the  old  material,  by 
means  of  an  aerial  ropeway,  on  the  spare  land  between  the  river  and  the  canal. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 

There  are  20  farms,  60  cowsheds,  and  1.7  cowkeepers  within  the  Borough.  14  purveyors  of 
milk  from  surrounding  districts,  retail  milk  in  the  Borough.  All  are  registered. 

In  some  cases  temporary  wooden  structurers  are  in  use  for  housing  milch  cows.  There  is  thus 
a  certain  amount  of  overcrowding  on  some  of  the  farms.  Notices  to  limewash  are  sent  out  twice  a  year, 
and  inspections  regularly  made.  The  conditions  generally,  leave  much  to  be  desired.  A  higher  stand¬ 
ard  of  cleanliness  should  be  attained,  and  maintained,  by  all  persons  engaged  in  the  production,  hand¬ 
ling  and  distribution  of  milk. 

Diseases  of  Animals'  Acts. 

There  has  been  no  outbreak  of  notifiable  disease  reported  during  the  year.  Several  suspected 
cases  of  “  Parasitic  Mange  ”  have  occurred  amongst  horses.  Veterinary  inspection  and  microscopic 
examination  have  failed  to  confirm  the  suspicion  in  each  case. 

Housing  and  Town  Planning. 

No  houses  have  been  closed  during  1920.  No  houses  have  been  built  during  the  same  period. 
Very  little  progress  has  been  made  with  the  Housing  Scheme  at  Micklehurst.  The  lay  out  and  plans  of 
proposed  houses  have  been  approved,  but  the  site  has  not  been  definitely  acquired  by  the  Corporation. 
Other  sites  have  been  inspected  and  selected,  in  situations  where  the  street  works  have  been  carried  out, 
with  a  view  to  reducing  expense,  but  nothing  very  definite  has  been  carried  out  to  the  end  of  1920, 


Smoke  Abatement. 

Factories. — No  observations  have  been  taken. 

Domestic  Chimneys.  —  No  offences  have  been  reported.  Several  occupiers  of  houses  have  been 
cautioned  for  allowing  their  chimneys  to  take  fire. 

1  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obedientlv, 

V  ' 


ERNEST  SLATE  It, 


Sanitary  Inspector. 


- 

4 


.  . 


, 


* 


